GRID-Arendal: 30 Years of Making a Difference

For over 30 years GRID-Arendal’s mission has been to raise
awareness, create knowledge and inspire to action to make
positive changes in dealing with the effects of climate change.

Lets be clear about this – climate change is the greatest
challenge that humanity has ever faced. The evidence
is overwhelming – our polar ice caps are melting, coral
reefs are bleaching and dying and there are more
and more damaging droughts, floods and wildfires all
attributed to climate change.
As a non-profit organisation established by the
Norwegian government in 1989, GRID-Arendal
collaborates closely with UN Environment, various
partners and donors worldwide.
GRID-Arendal supports activities covering all areas
of the environment across all corners of the globe.
Our work is structured into five thematic areas:
Polar & Climate, Waste & Marine Litter, Ecosystems
& Communities, Environmental Crime, and
Transboundary Governance.

Through the transformation of environmental data into
credible, science-based information products delivered
through innovative communication tools and capacity
building services, GRID-Arendal strives to have an
impact, whether it’s one child’s choice of drinking straw
or an entire country changing its behaviour away from
single use plastic.
Our projects help people to better understand the
value of an intact environment and functioning
ecosystems that provide us with the clean air, water
and food that we need. Our goal is to help build global
environmental awareness, so that the community
understands and appreciates the environment upon
which it depends.

Peter Harris
Managing Director
GRID-Arendal

1989

GRID-Arendal was inaugurated and established as a
foundation under the Norwegian Ministry of Environment,
as part of the United Nations Environment Programme’s
Global Resource Information Database (GRID).

1990

The Soil Degradation Atlas was produced
jointly with GRID-Nairobi.

1991

GRID-INFO and MYSYS-AIR, two prototype information
systems with up-to-date environmental data and
information, were developed by GRID-Arendal and
distributed on diskettes.

1992

The first State of the Environment Report for Norway, a
PC-based information system using the concept of GRIDINFO, was produced by GRID-Arendal for the United Nations
Conference on Development and Environment (UNCED) in
Rio de Janeiro.

GRID-Arendal expanded its Arctic network, produced
maps and developed databases for international Arctic
initiatives including the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment
Programme (AMAP), the International Data Directory
Environment Arctic (IDDEA - later ADD), the Conservation
of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF), the International Northern
Sea Route Programme (INSROP), and the Digital Chart of
the World (DCW).

1993

GRID-Arendal’s database has expanded and allowed online
connection via modem or Internet,
Within the framework of the Nordic Council of Ministers’
Environmental Research Programme for the Gulf of Riga,
GRID-Arendal organized a course in spatial terrestrial
modelling attended by participants from 7 countries.
A collection of maps and graphics were produced by GRIDArendal for the Green Globe Yearbook published by the
Fridthjof Nansen Institute.

GRID-Arendal led the implementation of UNEP’s Environmental
Information Network (ENRIN) in Central and Eastern Europe to
assist capacity building of environmental information networks in
developing countries and countries with economies in transition.
The project’s objective is to improve the availability of State of
the Environment Reports and other environmental data and
information for decision-makers and the general public.
GRID-Arendal was designated as the Implementing Agency for
a UNEP project entitled Use of Geographic Information Systems
in Agricultural Research Management. The project was designed
to establish long-term cooperative links between UNEP and the
International Agricultural Research Centres (IARCs) to effectively
integrate natural resource and socio-economic information into
agricultural research activities at all levels, and to help develop
the required data sets.

1994

Multimedia presentation of environmental data was developed
by GRID-Arendal for the Oslo and Paris Commissions. In
collaboration with the Norwegian State Pollution Control
Authority (SFT), maps were produced for inclusion in the report
Nutrients in the Convention Area.
In collaboration with the Beijer Institute of Sweden, a comprehensive
GIS database for the Baltic Sea Drainage Basin was developed.
In cooperation with the Norwegian Mapping Authority, GRIDArendal produced 40 maps and figures that were included
in the publication Naturmiljøet i tall 1994, which provides a
comprehensive survey of data on natural resources, pollution and
the state of the environment in Norway.
GRID-Arendal hosted three international meetings – UNEP’s
first high level regional user consultation on Earthwatch, the 7th
Committee Meeting on the Environmental information Systems
(EIS) programme for Sub-Saharan Africa, and the Russian Arctic
Environmental Data Workshop.

GRID-Arendal pioneered an innovation within UNEP. In cooperation with the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment,
the Internet version of the State of the Environment Report
Norway 1995 was produced. This multi-media national report
was the first of its kind and received endorsement from UNEP as a
reference for the production and dissemination of similar reports.

1995

GRID-Arendal’s Arctic work was strengthened by the support
from the Government of Russia. The Russian Minister of the
Environment, Mr. Viktor Danilov-Danilyan and the Norwegian
Minister of Environment, Mr. Thorbjørn Berntsen, took part in
the seminar The Role of the Electronic Highway in the Preparation
of Environmental Information for Decision-Making hosted by
GRID-Arendal.

GRID-Arendal’s report State of the Environment Norway 1995
received the prestigious Princes’ Award 1996 for best audio
visuals on Europe’s environment. The award was presented by His
Royal Highness Crown Prince Fredrik of Denmark and His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Felipe of Spain.
GRID-Arendal became technically responsible for the
development and implementation of the UNEPnet/Mercure
telecommunications system.

1996

More than 1.2 million hits were registered in our web site and
12 000 data sets were disseminated online to users, making GRIDArendal a major online provider of environmental information in
the Nordic region.
GRID-Arendal led a comprehensive initiative, BALLERINA, to address
the regional needs of the Baltic sea area for improved access to
environmental and sustainable development information.
GRID-Arendal hosted 5 major international meetings: the Second
Circumpolar Arctic Vegetation Mapping Workshop in May; the Third
Annual UNEP/CGIAR/GRID Workshop on the Use of GIS in Agricultural
Research in June; the Nordic Policy Seminar Arctic Development and
Environmental Challenges: Information Needs for Decision-making
and International Cooperation in September; the International
Arctic Environment Data Directory workshop Arctic Environmental
Information on the Net: Implementing a Gateway to the Arctic in
November; and the Workshop on Cities’ State of the Environment
on the Internet in December.

The Internet version and the Arctic section of UNEP’s Global State
of the Environment Report were prepared by GRID-Arendal.

1997

GRID-Arendal intensified its activities relating to state of the
environment reporting and indicators.
GRID-Arendal assisted in the establishment of a GRID centre in
Budapest, Hungary, which was inaugurated in April.

GRID-Arendal’s website expanded, hosted new external and
internal web sites including CEROI (Cities Environment Reports
On the Internet), ENRIN, Poverty Mapping and the Maps and
Graphics website.
More than 500 maps and graphics were produced by GRIDArendal for AMAP’s new and comprehensive Assessment Report
Arctic Pollution.
UNEPnet/MERCURE was established in Arendal.
With technical support from GRID-Arendal and GRID-Bangkok,
and with the use of UNEPnet, an indicator-based electronic State
of Environment report for China was produced. The report was
launched in the presence of Executive Director of UNEP Klaus
Töpfer and Xie Zhenhua, China’s Minister of Environment.

1998

GRID-Arendal provided input to the Baltic 21 process in the form
of a discussion paper Information for Joint Policy and Decisionmaking Towards a Sustainable Baltic Sea Region that outlines how
a scientifically based institutional framework could be set up to
ensure the provision of indicators and assessments to monitor the
implementation of the Baltic 21 Goals and Action Programme.
GRID-Arendal, together with the Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat
(IPS), supported the Russian Indigenous Peoples organisation
RAIPON in the first initiative to assess environmental threats
affecting the traditional lifestyles of indigenous peoples in the
Russian north, through a seminar held in Moscow in March 1998.
The seminar resulted in a report (in English and Russian) with
thematic maps produced by GRID-Arendal.
The publication Cookbook for State of the Environment
Reporting on the Internet, 32-page booklet which provides
easy-to-use methodological guidance for the development of
electronic environmental status reports, was published on the
internet and on CD-ROM.

GRID-Arendal won the prestigious Princes’ Award 1999
for its multimedia product State of the Environment Reports
Sampler CD-ROM and Cookbook. It features national reports
from 16 countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the Newly
Independent States, and a “cookbook” providing methodological
guidance for developing electronic environmental status reports
on the Internet. The Princes’ Award is initiated by the European
Environment Agency in Copenhagen and named after its patrons,
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark and His
Royal Highness Crown Prince Felipe of Spain. The objective of
the award is to emphasise the importance of public participation
in solving Europe’s environmental problems and public
involvement in the move towards sustainable development
across the continent.

1999

GRID-Arendal was designated as UNEP’s Key Polar Centre for early
warning and assessments with particular focus on the Arctic.
EarthWire Norway, Miljønytt, an environment news service that
provides a daily overview of environmental news from Norway,
was launched.
Vital Climate Graphics, a collection of graphics, was produced
for the 5th Conference of the Parties (COP 5) to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held
in Bonn. The graphics were created in co-operation with the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), UNFCCC and
the Center for International Climate and Environmental Research
– Oslo (CICERO).
Earthprint, the official online bookstore of UNEP, jointly
developed by GRID-Arendal and SMI (Distribution Services Ltd,
was launched.

“In this brief period,
GRID-Arendal has
established for itself
a distinct personality.”
– Klaus Töpfer

1999

GRID-Arendal celebrated its 10th anniversary. Mr. Kofi Annan,
Secretary-General of the United Nations, recognized GRIDArendal’s contributions in shaping environmental policy and
in raising awareness about environmental challenges. Dr. Klaus
Töpfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, and Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland,
former Minister of Norway and head of WHO, boosted our hopes
that we are making noticeable progress towards meeting our
long-term goals.

“10 years later, reviewing
the achievements, we can
call GRID-Arendal an
environmental success story.”
– Gro Harlem Brundtland

Year 2000 was our first operational year as UNEP’s key Polar Centre.
This new task has provided GRID-Arendal with improved scope for
serving our Arctic mission. A visible result of this is a much higher
interest from international media for information from GRIDArendal on information related to the Polar environment.
GRID-Arendal focused its expertise in support of international
environmental conventions. A CD-ROM/web site featuring
the IPCC Special Reports on Climate Change, was produced and
released at COP 6 of the UNFCCC in The Hague, in November.

2000

A collection of 22 national state-of-biodiversity reports,
Biodiversity in Central and Eastern Europe, was produced by
GRID-Arendal in collaboration with its network of experts in
Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia for the Conference
of Parties (COP) of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
GRID-Arendal conducted training at the regional workshops
on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making, and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters in Ashgabat and Tbilisi.
A project on health and development of the indigenous peoples
in the Arctic was developed by GRID-Arendal in co-operation
with the World Health organization (WHO) to develop an
overview of health and environment issues in the region. An
assessment of national and sub-national health practices with
special focus implications for indigenous peoples was carried out
in Russia and Scandinavia.

To strengthen our support to UNEP, GRID-Arendal was designated
an official UNEP Centre by Dr. Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of
UNEP, during his visit to Oslo in December. Under this agreement
GRID-Arendal becomes UNEP’s Key Centre for Information for
Decision-making.
GRID-Arendal won 1st Prize at the International Map Exhibition
in Beijing for the satellite map of the Lena Delta, which
was prepared in co-operation with the Norwegian Mapping
Authority. GRID-Arendal also won 3rd Prize for “Climate Change
GIS” at the global ESRI/National Geographic Society contest on
GIS applications.
GRID-Arendal produced maps and graphics and created
the layout for the International Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) Climate Change 2001 Synthesis Report and the Global
Methodology for Mapping Human Impacts on the Biosphere
(GLOBIO) report.

2001

UNEP.Net was launched at the UNEP’s 21st Governing Council
2001, It is a decentralized and distributed system that allows
Internet-based applications to query and generate reports from
remote environmental databases and servers. The UNEP.Net
portal adds value to UNEP’s existing network of environmental
web sites and complements them in informing world citizens
about how their actions impact the environment, and what
practices should be emulated. It also provides a snapshot of
current and anticipated environmental challenges.
2001 was the last year of our successful five-year satellite
communications project, UNEPnet/Mercure. Through easier
access to the Internet, email, satellite phone lines and videoconferencing, the project intended to bridge the digital divide
that exists between the developing world and the developed
world. More than 5000 people depended on UNEPnet/Mercure
for day-to-day dissemination of environmental information
amongst partner locations. The project was closed because new
and more easily accessible.

A key focus of GRID-Arendal activities this year was the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg,
where GRID-Arendal, together with UNEP, organized a display
of products and services. At this summit, A Memorandum of
Understanding on the establishment of an Operational Unit of
the United Nations University (UNU) at GRID-Arendal was signed
by UNEP, UNU and the Government of Norway.
The Environment and Poverty Times was released at the WSSD,
and the Arctic Environment Times at the Arctic Parliamentarian
Summit in Tromsø, Norway, in line with our commitment to
broaden the scope of new innovative GRID-Arendal products in
communicating information for decision-making.

2002

GRID-Arendal and the World Resources Institute (WRI) published
Where are the Poor? Experiences with the Development and Use
of Poverty Maps. This has led to further cooperation planned for
2003 in establishing a global online database of poverty maps
and environmental information.
Vital Water Graphics was produced for presentation in early 2003
at the UNEP Governing Council Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya and
at the World Water Day in Japan. Vital Climate Graphics Africa
was presented at the 8th Conference of the Parties (COP 8) of the
Climate Change Convention in Delhi, India.
Technical guidance and support from GRID-Arendal led to the
launch of Earthwire Africa at the summit of African Ministers of
the Environment in Kampala, Uganda.
A popularized version of an assessment of the Caspian
environment was produced in cooperation with the countries in
Caucasus and Central Asia.

GRID-Arendal prepared two synthesis reports – the Polar chapter
in UNEP’s 2003 GEO Yearbook and the report Arctic Environment:
European Perspectives. The latter was produced in collaboration
with the European Environment Agency.

2003

In June, the Global Virtual University (GVU) was inaugurated
by Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik. Under
the auspices of UNU, GVU is an online network of universities
designed to meet the educational needs of the developing world.
In cooperation with partner universities, GVU offers Master’s
degree programmes and several short-term courses.
The report Environment and Security in Central Asia and
the Balkans was launched by UNEP, OSCE and UNDP at the
Environment for Europe Conference in Kyiv, Ukraine. GRIDArendal developed a “mapping” methodology for defining national
and regional priorities in an interactive and participatory process.
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The UNEP Shelf programme, a partnership of international
organizations with expertise in marine geoscience and maritime
law, was established to assist developing States and small island
developing States in defining the outer limits of their continental
shelf and preparing their submissions for assessment by the
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. During the
year the programme focused its activities on building internal
expertise, initiating cooperation with the University of Sydney
and the World Data Centre in the USA, and starting the process of
developing a One Stop Data Shop.
GRID-Arendal’s visual communication expertise was highly
recognized in the production of Vital Waste Graphics for COP 7 of
the Basel Convention.

2004

The Global Virtual University (GVU) and the Agder University
College jointly developed a Master’s degree programme in
Development Management. A second Master’ degree programme
in Environmental Information Management was also developed in
collaboration with the University of Pretoria, South Africa.
In order to enhance the community of relevant tutors, GVU
developed a course in international online tutoring. The course
was designed to prepare educators, lecturers and subject
professionals to develop, manage, implement, support and
moderate online learning.
The Earth Council, GVU and GRID-Arendal launched an
introductory course entitled Greenhouse Effect and Climate
Change. Based on the comprehensive reports of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the course
provides an understanding of what the world’s scientists think
about the greenhouse effect and climate change.

During the 23rd Session of the Governing Council of UNEP in
February, the report Vital Arctic Graphics: People and Global
Heritage on our Last Wild Shores was launched. This publication
was produced and published by GRID-Arendal in co-operation
with WWF International Arctic Programme, the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference (ICC), and the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna
(CAFF) International Secretariat.

2005

The GLOBIO programme became the largest global modelling
effort on biodiversity loss. GLOBIO entered a new phase as
the outcome of its new consortium structure, where UNEP’s
biodiversity centre WCMC in Cambridge, the Netherlands
Environmental Institute and GRID-Arendal combined their
efforts in presenting a new and truly groundbreaking modelling
effort. For the first time, major established and well-reputed
models on climate change, pollution, land use, infrastructure
and fragmentation merged to create the GLOBIO 3.0 – the Global
Biodiversity Model.
Under the guidance and supervision of the UN University, and
in cooperation with a network of universities within Norway,
the UK and Africa, GRID-Arendal’s GVU continued to develop
curricula and study programmes. The Master’s level study
programme Global Environment and Development Studies (GEDS)
was implemented with students from four African countries
and Norway enrolled. In addition, the Africa University Network
(AFUNET) was established to enhance the capabilities of African
universities to take advantage of the opportunities associated
with the emergence of the global information society.

Source:
World Protected Areas
Database, UNEP-WCMC
(2005). The marine areas
are marked for display
based on expert
judgement.

Selected coastal protected areas,
under either national (IUCN categories
Ia - VI or not categorised) or
international legislation, including
Ramsar convention, World Heritage
sites and UNESCO Man and
biosphere reserves.
Marine areas in the Arctic close to
coastal or marine protected areas
currently lacking protection.

2006

The climate-neutral UN House, GRID-Arendal’s headquarters in
Arendal, Norway was inaugurated. The building demonstrates
GRID-Arendal’s exemplary commitment to environmental
responsibility through design, material use and operation.

GRID-Arendal, as the UNEP Key Polar Centre, produced the
report Global Outlook for Ice and Snow, which raised worldwide attention about the important relationship between
ice and snow and global climate change. Launched on World
Environment Day on 5 June 2007, hosted in Tromsø, Norway, this
publication not only became one of UNEP’s best-selling products
in 2007, but is also seen as a great example of collaboration, both
external and internal.
GRID-Arendal organized two major international events, the
conferences Linking Tourism and Conservation – A Finance-Initiative
for Protected Areas and UN Carbon Neutrality Goal. These events
resulted in concrete commitments of the participating stakeholders
to engage in meaningful relationships with GRID-Arendal.

2007

The Many Strong Voices programme, which brings together
the peoples of the Arctic and Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) to take action on climate change through awareness
raising, participation in climate change negotiation processes
and involvement in regional assessments of vulnerability and
adaptive capacity, made significant progress in 2007 focused
on communication and outreach; vulnerability assessment; and
development of a Five-Year Action Plan.
GRID-Arendal’s close cooperation with UNEP’s Regional Office for
Europe was sealed with a new project agreement with UNEP.
GRID-Arendal continued to engage in raising public environmental
awareness by organizing and participating in numerous events,
including the launch of the United Nations Development
Programme report Human Development Report 2007/2008: Fighting
Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World in November
in Oslo, Norway; the launch of UNEP’s Global Environment Outlook:
Environment for Development (GEO-4) report in Oslo, Norway in
October; the exhibition Feber: en utstilling om FNs klimapanel og
Al Gore organized by the Nobel Peace Centre in Oslo.

On World Environment Day, UNEP launched a guide to lowcarbon living, entitled Kick the Habit: A UN Guide to Carbon
Neutrality that was produced by GRID-Arendal. Aimed at a broad
audience, presenting solutions for individuals, businesses, cities
and countries, NGOs and intergovernmental organizations, the
publication shows how all levels of society can get closer to
climate neutrality.

2008

The Environmental Food Crisis: The Environment’s Role in
Averting Future Food Crises, a rapid response assessment report
prepared by GRID-Arendal and UNEP-WCMC, was released
by UNEP. The report provides the first summary by the UN of
how climate change, water stress, invasive pests and land
degradation may impact world food security, food prices and
life on the planet and how we may be able to feed the world in
a more sustainable manner.
The report In Dead Water has for the first time mapped the
multiple and combined impacts of pollution; alien infestations;
over-exploitation and climate change on the seas and oceans.
Environment & Poverty Times No. 5, which features a collection
of short articles, maps, graphics and other illustrations that
focuses on the complex links between environment and poverty
reduction, was published..
The Third Impact Seminar was convened by GRID-Arendal to
provide a forum for the exchange of ideas on the impact of
environmental information on decision-making.
The Many Strong Voices Five-Year Action Plan was released and the
programme website was re-launched.

Climate in Peril: A Popular Guide to the Latest IPCC Reports was
launched at the meeting of UNEP Governing Council in Nairobi.
The report presents the findings of the IPCC’s Climate Change 2007
Synthesis Report in simplified language and structure.
The report An Integrated Ecosystem Management Approach
to Conserve Biodiversity was launched at the Arctic Council
Ministerial meeting. The report highlights some of the main
achievements of ECORA over the last 5 years. The project results
represent the efforts of many people and organizations across
Russia and the other Arctic nations.
Vital Forest Graphics, a publication of the UN Environment
Programme, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization and
the UN Forum on Forests, was produced by GRID-Arendal. The
report serves as an advocacy tool to promote conservation and
sustainable management of the world’s forests.

2009
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EarthWire Marine, the marine edition of the news service
EarthWire, was launched. The service collects news from media
sources on the Internet, press releases and news from research
organisations, environmental organizations and the public sector.

A youth exchange programme with support from FK Norway and
UNEP, was implemented by GRID-Arendal. Fifteen participants
from Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Egypt and Norway
took part. The goals of the programme are: to raise awareness
of environmental issues among African and Norwegian youth
and to strengthen the Africa Youth Environment Network (AYEN);
to build synergies between UNEP and its collaborating centres
and African youth in the area of environmental assessment and
reporting; and to facilitate young people’s contribution to policy
framework for sustainable development.

Salinity

CLIMATE CHANGE PROCESSES

Deforestation

The Uganda Atlas of Our Changing Environment, prepared by the
National Environmental Management Authority of Uganda and
GRID-Arendal, was released.
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“I thank the Government of Norway for
its visionary thinking in establishing
GRID-Arendal twenty years ago.”
– Ban-Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations

2009

GRID-Arendal celebrated the 20th year of its founding. Among the
major events organized in connection with the celebration are: the
high level seminar Going for the Green New Deal held on 21 August
2009, which addressed GRID-Arendal’s contribution to UNEP’s Green
Economy Initiative, and an international meeting of experts on the
development of capacity for integrated ocean management.

“GRID Arendal’s consistent gathering, analysis and dissemination
of quality environmental information over 20 years has made
important knowledge accessible and useful.”
– Erik Solheim, Minister of the Environment and International Development

The climate change challenges facing Latin America and
the Caribbean have been laid out in graphic detail in a new
publication prepared by GRID-Arendal for UNEP. Using charts,
graphs and maps, Vital Climate Change Graphics for Latin
America and the Caribbean depicts the major signs of climate
change in the region, its physical impacts (such as environmental
damage and a rise in diseases), as well as calculating current
levels of greenhouse gas emissions and possibilities for
mitigation.

2010

The Rapid Response Assessment report Sick Water? The Central
Role of Wastewater Management in Sustainable Development was
one of 10 finalists in the Digital Magazine Awards 2010 for News &
Business Magazine of the Year. The Digital Magazine Awards 2010
are a global awards to showcase the best digital magazines and
recognize the most influential people in digital publishing today.
The Portraits of Resilience exhibition opens at the Field Museum
of Natural History. The images and stories are compelling. High
school students in four Arctic communities have photographed
and written about the changes they are seeing in their regions
due to rapid climate change.
Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Haakon and Crown Princess
Mette-Marit visited GRID-Arendal on1 September 2010, during
their official tour of Aust-Agder County. “We’re very happy to be
here. It’s quite impressive to see the work that you do and how
focused you are in communicating all the important science that
is done out there and to make it understandable and accessible
to people that need the knowledge in order to make the right
decisions,” said the Crown Prince.

A new photo library has been set up as part of GRID-Arendal’s
website which focuses entirely on environmental photos of top
quality. All photos are available for download in high resolution
format for free.
GRID-Arendal attended the Hove Festival to engage with the
youth, enjoy the music and document environment related
activities. Together with the Aust-Agder County we challenged
festival attendees with the question: “How can festivals improve
their environmental friendliness?”

2010

The UNEP Report Dead Planet: Living Planet: Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Restoration for Sustainable Development that was
prepared by GRID-Arendal was launched on the eve of World
Environment Day (WED). The report draws on thousands of
ecosystem restoration projects world-wide and showcases over
30 initiatives that are transforming the lives of communities and
countries across the globe. The report underlines that far from
being a tax on growth and development, many environmental
investments in degraded, nature-based assets can generate
substantial and multiple returns.

Achim Steiner, Executive Director of UNEP, commended GRIDArendal on the visual appeal and user-friendliness of its e-book
version of Towards a Green Economy: Pathways to Sustainable
Development and Poverty Eradication. The report was released at
the meeting of UNEP’s Governing Council in Nairobi in February
GRID-Arendal partnered with the Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS) to produce a Rapid Response Assessment entitled
Living Planet: Connected Planet – Preventing the End of the
World’s Wildlife Migrations through Ecological Networks.
The report played a pivotal role in the adoption of UNEP/
CMS Resolution 10.3: The Role of Ecological Networks in the
Conservation of Migratory Species.

2011

GRID-Arendal worked with ECORYS Netherlands to coordinate
the new Arctic NGO forum to promote civil society dialogue,
collaboration and action on Arctic issues.
A new UArctic Thematic Network on Environmental Training
and Education for Sustainable Development of the Arctic was
launched with a focus on creating interdisciplinary courses on
ecological education.
Following the establishment of United Nations Regular Process
for the Assessment of the Marine Environment including
Socioeconomic Aspects (the “Regular Process”), GRID-Arendal
signed a Memorandum of Understanding linked to the process,
whereby GRID-Arendal will not only develop the reporting
guidelines for contributions to the assessment report, but also
provide support to the Abidjan Convention in five thematic areas:
marine data and information management, marine assessments,
outreach and communication, green economy, and offshore oil
and gas environmental management.

GRID-Arendal produced the UNEP Carbon Calculator iPhone
application, which was launched at the official opening of the One
UN Pavilion at the Eye on Earth Summit in December in Abu Dhabi.
In collaboration with UNEP, GRID-Arendal coordinated the
production and made contributions to the content of the report
Green Economy in a Blue World, which explores opportunities
for greening six economic sectors in order to protect marine
ecosystems and their services while supporting sustainable
development.

2011

In partnership with Duke University’s Nicholas Institute for
Environmental Policy Solutions, UNEP Regional Seas, and under
the auspices of The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity
(TEEB) Secretariat, GRID-Arendal produced a discussion paper
entitled Why Value the Oceans?
GRID-Arendal supported the production of an author’s manual
for the Africa Environment Outlook (AEO) series. This manual was
used to train the authors of the third AEO report (AEO-3), which
focuses on health and environment linkages.
In partnership with the British Council, GRID-Arendal led a
training session for young professionals in Svalbard on the role
that sustainable tourism can play in ‘greening’ our economies.
Cartographic support was provided to UNEP’s Billion Tree
Campaign.

Reindeer herding camps in the East Taiga
A snapshot from 2011

Supporting European Arctic Policy-Opportunities for Spacebased Systems, an ESA-funded project led by GRID-Arendal
provided a coherent perspective on how space-based
technologies can support European Arctic policies at the
national, regional and international levels.

g is
Ten

lt
Burga

The One Stop Data Shop, which facilitated access to data
generated by approximately 17,000 marine surveys, has been
used extensively by developing countries for preparing shelf
submissions. By end 2012 there were 8,577 external downloads
of Extended Continental Shelf data files (so-called ‘shapefiles’)
from 1,753 unique sites.
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GRID-Arendal was a partner in the joint Spain-UNEP project Broadscale marine spatial planning of mammal corridors and protected
areas in Wider Caribbean and Southeast and Northeast Pacific. The
objectives of the project are to support regional policies and
protocols on transboundary marine mammal management and
governance, and to strengthen institutional frameworks.
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GRID-Arendal initiated collaboration with Geosciences Australia
and Conservation International to produce a global seafloor
geomorphology map to support the analysis and display of
data submitted by states party to the UN Regular Process and to
provide the foundation for the development of a management
tool for seabed in areas beyond national jurisdiction.
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The report Changing Taiga: Challenges for Mongolia’s
Reindeer Herders was launched in Kautokeino in March during
the outreach event Arctic Change, Indigenous Youth, and Future
Opportunities attended by HRH Prince Albert II of Monaco.

Khoridal Saridag
Strict Protected Area

GRID-Arendal contributed to the European Commission’s
European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODNET)
to improve access to high quality marine data for private bodies,
public authorities and researchers.
In April 2012, over twenty member states of the Commonwealth
gathered to discuss sustainable marine resource development
and application of the Green Economy approach for the Blue World.
The workshop was jointly organized by the Commonwealth
Secretariat, UNEP and GRID-Arendal.
GRID-Arendal supported the drafting, publication and
dissemination of the findings of two UNEP flagship reports,
namely the Global Environment Outlook 5 (GEO-5) and the
Africa Environment Outlook 3 (AEO-3).

2012

GRID-Arendal collaborated with UNEP’s Regional Office for Africa
to revitalise and strategically re-orient the Africa Environment
Information Network (AfricaEIN).
With co-financing support from GEF and IPEN, a project was
launched to enhance the environmental policy of Tajikistan in
order to reduce mercury pollution and protect human health.
From 23 to 28 April 2012, 21 young people from 15 European
countries participated in the Wadden Sea Climate Training, and
got the opportunity to experience first-hand the world’s most
important inter-tidal zone on the frontline of climate change.
The training, organised by the British Council in collaboration
with experts from GRID-Arendal and with the support of Youth
in Action, was held in Langeness, a low-lying island in the
Schleswig-Holsteinisches Wattenmeer National Park (Germany).

Many Strong Voices (MSV), a programme that brings together
people and organizations in the Arctic and Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) to take action on climate change, was
voted by readers of The Guardian as one of the most influential
campaigns on raising awareness on climate change. “Many
Strong Voices is a really powerful project. The voices of affected
communities are, in general, absent from most climate change
campaigning, but here, people who are affected by climate
change speak for themselves about what it means to them.” … a
quote from a reader

2013

GRID-Arendal and IPEN published a shocking report, Toxic
metals in children’s products: an insight into the market in
Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, which revealed
that approximately 30% of toys tested from Eastern Europe and
Central Asian countries contained at least one toxic metal where
3% exceeded the limit for mercury. Moreover, in some products,
the mercury limit was exceeded by more than 170 times.
A report prepared by GRID-Arendal for UNEP, Mercury: Time
To Act, identified global sources of mercury and assessed their
impacts on human health. The publication revealed that artisanal
and small-scale gold mining together with coal combustion
contribute to approximately 61% of total annual anthropogenic
emissions of mercury to the air.
The Zambezi River Basin Atlas of the Changing Environment, the
first of its kind in the Zambezi River Basin and in southern Africa,
was launched in May in Luanda, Angola at a The Atlas uses
satellite images, high resolution photographs, illustrative text and
graphics to present various socio-economic issues in the Zambezi
basin, and provides striking evidence that can be used as a basis
for intervention at local, national, regional and basin levels.

The Norwegian Ministry of Environment has signed a new
Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) on continued cooperation and
support to GRID-Arendal for the next 10 years. The MoU confirms
GRID-Arendal’s status as a “Centre of Excellence on Polar and
Cryosphere Issues,” and as a key partner for UNEP.

2013

Two reports prepared by GRID-Arendal for UNEP, Elephants in
the Dust: The African Elephant Crisis and Stolen Apes: The Illicit
Trade in Chimpanzees, Gorillas, Bonobos and Orangutans, were
released in Bangkok, at the 16th meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the CITES Convention. The first report describes
that that increasing poaching levels, as well as loss of habitat
are threatening the survival of African elephant populations in
Central Africa as well as previously secure populations in West,
Southern and Eastern Africa. The second report describes the
scale and scope of the illegal trade and highlights the growing
links to sophisticated transboundary crime networks, which law
enforcement networks are struggling to contain.

GRID-Arendal and partners produced a report on the state
of knowledge of Deep Sea Mining, commissioned by the EU
Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE)
in August.
GRID-Arendal contributed to several assessment reports and
led one on regional food security called The Last Straw? The
additional burden of climate change on food security in the
Hindu Kush Himalaya. It was launched at the Global Mountain
Forum in Cuzco, Peru in May.

2014

In collaboration with UNEP/Vienna, GRID-Arendal developed a
series of Mountain Policy Briefs for the Mountain Partnership on
why mountains matter for Energy, Climate change and Disaster
Risk Reduction, Forests and Biodiversity, and Water
GRID-Arendal, the Norsk Institutt for Vannforskning (NIVA),
and the Institute of Marine Research launched the Norwegian
Blue Forests Network in November. The network focuses on
strengthening and sharing national competence on ‘blue forest’
habitats both domestically and internationally.
The Blue Solutions project, a partnership between the German
Development Agency (GIZ), GRID-Arendal, IUCN and UNEP, was
set up. The project supports marine and coastal planners and
decision makers on a range of marine management topics.

“GRID-Arendal has been, and continues to
be, a staunch partner to UNEP and a great
defender of the environment.”
– Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and
UNEP Executive Director

2014

GRID-Arendal marked the 25th anniversary of its founding with a
celebration that featured workshops, seminars and report launches
attended by top national and local actors in politics, business and
civil society. During the celebrations, UNEP and GRID-Arendal
signed a new Framework Agreement renewing their cooperation.
The relationship between UNEP and GRID-Arendal has matured
greatly since its establishment 25 years ago and this new
agreement underscores the value of this continuing cooperation.

Y E A R S
A Centre
Collaborating with UNEP

INTERPOL and UNEP released a GRID-Arendal Rapid Response
Assessment (RRA) report The Environmental Crime Crisis in June.
The report highlights how environmental crime is used to finance
criminal, militia and terrorist groups and how it threatens human
security and sustainable development.
GRID-Arendal published the report Food Wasted, Food Lost. The
report argues that ecosystem degradation is a major cause of
loss in potential food production, while human practices and
preferences are blamed not only for food loss but also food
waste. It calls for investment in better management of food
producing ecosystems.

2014

GRID-Arendal led the assessment component of the project
entitled Climate change and Adaptation to Climate Change
security in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Southern Caucasus.
The goal is to facilitate participatory assessments of links between
climate-change and security in the three regions, highlighting
hotspots, and to present the assessment results in a visual and
practical format.
GRID-Arendal worked on a report for the Government of Norway
on the health effects of emissions originating from incomplete
combustion of fuels used for cooking, heating and lighting in
the developing world. The report, Survive Breathing – Reduce
household air pollution to save lives and help the climate, pointed
to the combined benefits to health, climate and the economy
that can be achieved by reducing pollutants such as black carbon
(or soot).
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GRID-Arendal supported a group of 16 journalists who went
to Astrakhan, Russia in May on a media tour to examine the
sturgeon-poaching situation in the Northern Caspian. The
journalists produced 10 stories on the topic in local and national
print media, and 23 online publications. A 25-minute report on
sturgeon poaching was included in a prime time TV Channel 1
show in Russia, and a 15-minute report for the environmental
programme Territory Tomorrow appeared on Russian state TV,
ORT Channel.
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To tell a story in a different way, GRID-Arendal launched its
first story maps. This is part of a new initiative that uses an old
technology (maps) merged with new techniques and social
media to attract attention to important stories. This innovative
approach combines maps, graphics and video to communicate
complex ideas in a simple story format.
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2015

A new Rapid Response Assessment report on waste crime told
the story of the illegal trade of hazardous waste. Entitled Waste
Crime – Waste Risks: Gaps in Meeting the Global Waste Challenge
the report found that huge amounts hazardous waste is illegally
traded or dumped each year. Prepared by GRID-Arendal for UNEP,
Waste Crime highlighted the fact that the illegal e-waste trade is
estimated to be worth US $19 billion a year.
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The West African nations came together to file a joint submission
on the UN Law of the Sea Convention. GRID-Arendal worked with
Cabo Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mauritania, Senegal
and Sierra Leone for over eight years to help build the trust and
capacity needed to make this historic submission.
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The Hindu Kush Himalayan region

In dus

GRID-Arendal helped tell the story of why mountain ecosystems
are important. We did this through an excellent new publication
called the Himalayan Climate and Water Atlas: Impact of Climate
Change on Water Resources in Five of Asia’s Major River Basins.
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GRID-Arendal’s Combating Transnational Organised Forest Crime
and Corruption (ORGFORC) project focused on illegal logging by
training forest officers, investigators, and prosecutors on forest crime,
anti-money laundering and asset recovery in Asia and East Africa.
GRID-Arendal, the Norwegian Foundation for a Free and
Investigative Press (SKUP) and the Global Investigative Journalism
Network (GIJN) established a project on investigative journalism.
The goal was to increase the number of investigative stories
about environmental crime in the international media. GRIDArendal and SKUP established two Environmental Investigative
Journalism grants of NOK 25,000 NOK each.
GRID-Arendal launched a study on mesophotic coral ecosystems.
The study looked at the role Mesophotic coral ecosystems play in the
existence of shallow reefs, and whether they can provide a “life boat”
for shallow coral reefs that may suffer decimation from bleaching.

2015

GRID-Arendal’s Shelf Programme celebrated its 10th anniversary
by publishing The Shelf Programme: A decade of successfully
helping to secure maritime rights of developing Coastal
States. The report highlights GRID-Arendal’s role in ensuring the
peaceful resolution of conflicting ocean boundary claims.
GRID-Arendal and UNESCO developed a photo exhibition on
mountain glaciers and climate change called Mountains: early
warning systems for climate change, which was launched at
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in November and was displayed
at the Cité de Paris and on the site of the Paris climate change
negotiations in December.
In cooperation with UNEP-GPA (Global Programme of Action),
GRID-Arendal developed a UNEP Vital Graphics report on Marine
Plastic Debris and Microplastics. A large collection of graphics
was included and used to prompt discussion at the second
United Nations Environmental Assembly (UNEA 2) meeting to
be held in Nairobi in late May 2016.

GRID-Arendal continued its work with Indigenous Peoples to
increase the awareness of the vulnerability of their communities
and at the same time support their important role as local
stewards of the environment. GRID-Arendal worked with the
Arctic Council Indigenous Peoples Secretariat on a story map that
tells about the influence Indigenous Peoples have had on the
development of the Arctic Council and the Arctic environmental
agenda in general.
GRID-Arendal worked on the Global Gender and Environment
Outlook (GGEO), a massive UN Environment-led effort. The
first comprehensive and global assessment of the connection
between gender and environment, it engaged more than 50
experts.

2016

GRID-Arendal supported UN Environment and the Africa
Development Bank on a new project to assess the management
of wastewater in Africa, as well as to track trends in the provision
of sanitation services. This project acknowledges that there are
vast human health benefits and opportunities for investment by
the public and private sectors in wastewater management and
proper sanitation. It will run until 2020.
GRID-Arendal’s new website was launched.
GRID-Arendal is the Implementing Partner on behalf of UNEP
in the new phase of the GEF IW: LEARN project. The goal of the
project is to strengthen knowledge management capacity and
promote scaled-up learning of disseminated experiences, tools
and methodologies for transboundary waters management
together with a global network of partners in order to improve
the effectiveness of GEF IW and partner projects to deliver
tangible results and scaled-up investments.

In September, the Panorama platform for solution sharing was
launched by UN Environment’s Executive Director Erik Solheim at
the IUCN World Conservation Congress.
GRID-Arendal contributed to the most comprehensive scientific
analysis of illegal logging published to date: Illegal Logging and
Related Timber Trade – Dimensions, Drivers, Impacts and Responses.
This report, which includes contributions from over 40 renowned
scientists from around the world, found evidence of increased
involvement of organized criminal logging networks.

2016

A new project called MArine and coastal satellite Services to
TRack Environmental Crime activities (MASTREC) funded by the
European Space Agency in partnership with the INTERPOL
was launched. The project uses satellites to detect the illegal
transportation of rosewood and charcoal in Somalia, the Middle
East and Madagascar from space.
To support best practice in mining, GRID-Arendal joined
UN Environment’s Extractive Industry Hub and spoke at its
Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and
Sustainable Development. The hub focusses on supporting
livelihoods and improving environmental governance over
mining in developing countries.
GRID-Arendal worked with UN Environment and the International
Solid Waste Association on the Waste Management Outlook for
Mountain Regions – the first report of its kind to analyse waste
management issues specific to mountain regions. An article about
it has been published on the Mountain Research Institute blog.

DISTRIBUTION OF MOUNTAIN AREA & POPULATION, 2012
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES*
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WORLD
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52%

22%

* FAO’s definition of developed countries includes Northern America, Japan,
Europe (including Russian Federation), Australia and New Zealand.

17%
Source: FAO (2015) Mapping the Vulnerability
of Mountain Peoples to Food Insecurity.

GRID-Arendal highlighted blue carbon at the UN Oceans
Conference held in New York City in June. We submitted
four voluntary commitments during that event which were
signed by hundreds of partners across the globe. One of these
commitments was the Blue Carbon Code of Conduct which aims
to advance socially just and equitable blue carbon projects. The
others focused on the Blue Forests, Oceanic Blue Carbon, and on
Blue Guardians projects.
The blue forest project called Mikoko Pamoja that operates in
Gazi Bay and Vanga Bay, Kenya, is a community-based mangrove
conservation project which won the 2017 United Nations Equator
Initiative Prize for an “outstanding community and indigenous
initiatives that is advancing nature-based solutions for local
sustainable development.”

2017

Environmental and social impacts of peatland drainage

GREENHOUSE
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GRID-Arendal and partners published the Waste Outlook for
Mountain Regions – An assessment of the global issue of waste in
mountains and possible solutions. The recommendations in this
report are also being turned into action. At the end of November,
two leading global bodies of the mountaineering world signed
a memorandum of understanding and committed to work
together on environmental issues.
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The British Broadcasting Corporation asked our in-house experts
to provide scientific information on seagrasses and their role as
one of the major global carbon sinks globally for its Blue Planet
II production, a documentary series on marine life, released in
autumn 2017.
GRID-Arendal published Smoke on Water: Countering Global
Threats from Peatland Loss and Degradation that was released
at the November United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change negotiations in Bonn. The goal of this assessment
is to raise awareness about the importance of the world’s peatlands
and to encourage immediate action to preserve them. The
assessment the first part of a Global Peatlands Initiative, in which
GRID-Arendal is a partner.

Kills animals
and plants

PEATLAND
DRAINAGE

INCREASES CARBON
LOSS VIA WATER

Increases
risk of
flooding
and droughts

LAND DEGRADATION
Land
loss/subsidence

Negatively affects
aquatic species
Transports contaminants
and pollutants

Salt water
intrusion

Productivity
loss

Worsens drinking
water quality

LÓPEZ, 2017

Based on FAO-Mitigation of Climate Change in Agriculture (MICCA) Programme, 2014, Peatlands and Climate Change.
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The Rapid Response Assessment Mine Tailings Storage: Safety
Is No Accident detailed the consequences of dam failure, the
disproportionate impact on Indigenous and poor communities
and importantly, the opportunities to reduce risk and improve
safety. The report garnered considerable interest when released
at the Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and
Sustainable Development annual general meeting in Geneva
in October. It was also the focus of a discussion at the Third UN
Environmental Assembly in Kenya in December.
GRID-Arendal led a team that produced a report on the State of
the Environment in the Raet National Marine Park. This report
on Raet Park included an assessment of knowledge gaps and
potential future environmental risks to be considered by regional
management authorities.
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Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection, Scoping Paper on the Impacts of wastes and other matter in the marine environment from mining operations.
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Source: UNEP Global Programme of Action, 2013, International Assessment of Marine and Riverine Disposal;
Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection, Scoping Paper on the Impacts of wastes and other matter in the marine environment from mining operations.
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The findings of the 2017 report called Mining Tailings Storage:
Safety is no Accident led to the first UN stakeholder forum to
discuss mine safety held in Vancouver, Canada, in December. The
forum developed a vision for improved mine waste management
and this will be taken to a larger group of stakeholders in
2019. The report findings are continuing to be referenced to
support increased stakeholder involvement in mining decisions,
improve safety and develop innovation in the industry. It was
also mentioned at the European Union Raw Materials Week
in November and the European Commission will examine its
recommendations for The European Commission DirectorateGeneral for follow up.

2018

The Oceanic Blue Carbon Story Map was launched at the Eye
on Earth Summit in Abu Dhabi. The story map describes the
various ways that marine life contributes to carbon storage in
the ocean and illustrates the latest science on the subject. News
stories on the launch and the concept were circulated by the UN
Environment, and Global Environment Facility and others. This
work was greatly facilitated by the Fulbright Program, which
supported Heidi Pearson, a visiting scholar, to spend four months
at GRID-Arendal working with the Blue Carbon Programme.
GRID-Arendal contributed substantially to the development of
the Desktop Study on Marine Litter including Microplastics in the
Arctic where the knowledge available in scientific papers and
reports has been compiled. GRID-Arendal led the e Literature
Summary Review for the study.
To help people sort out fact from fiction, GRID-Arendal launched
Marine Litter – Debunking Fake News. The aim was to bring
forward the research from which many of these statements
originated, and to clarify their degree of accuracy. The website
was launched by the Norwegian Government on World
Environment Day and debunks 10 common myths.
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GRID-Arendal produced a Story Map on Sanitation Provision in
Africa which was won an award from ESRI, the company that
produces the story map software, in its infrastructure, planning
and government category.
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GRID-Arendal and UN Environment initiated the International
Seagrass Experts Network (ISEN) which will explore the global
state of seagrass health, science, policy and management.
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GRID-Arendal published the Andean Glacier and Water Atlas.
This important publication highlights the current trends in glacier
melt and implications for downstream communities throughout
the Andes. The publication was launched in Paris in October and
at the climate change meetings in Katowice in December.
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During Arctic Frontiers 2018, GRID-Arendal hosted three
successful events: Frozen Plastic – a panel debate on marine
litter in the Arctic environment; Can the Arctic Council model
work for the Hindu Kush Himalayas? – a discussion exploring the
potential for cooperation between the Arctic and the Hindu Kush
Himalayas; and, a meeting on reindeer herding with participants
from the Yak and reindeer herders from the Himalayas and
Scandinavia to discuss challenges and identify possible areas
of collaboration.
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GRID-Arendal hosted four successful events during the Third
Session of the UN Environmental Assembly (UNEA3). Two new
Story Maps - Marine Pollution and Biodiversity in the Ocean and
Plastic forest: Assessing the impact of pollution on the world’s
mangrove forests were launched.
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GRID-Arendal organized four side events at the Fourteenth
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention
(BC COP-14) that was held back to back with the Ninth meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention (RC
COP-9) and the Ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties
to the Stockholm Convention (SC COP-9) from 29 April–10 May
in Geneva. The theme of the meetings was Clean Planet, Healthy
People: Sound Management of Chemicals and Waste. GRID-Arendal
presented two publications, Controlling Transboundary Trade
in Plastic Waste and Pocket Guide to the BRS Gender Action Plan:
Integrating a gender perspective in the sound management of
chemicals and waste.

2019

During the Fourth Session of the UN Environment Assembly
in Nairobi (UNEA-4) in March, Arendal organized two side
events on behalf of the Norwegian Government focusing on
governance arrangements and financing towards combating
marine litter. The Governance side event was hosted by the
Norwegian Minister of Climate and Environment, Ola Elvestuen,
who was elected president of the next Assembly to be held in
2021. The financing event was hosted by the State Secretary of
International Development, Aksel Jakobsen. Both events counted
with the participation of high level speakers and experts and
were very well attended.
The UNEP / GRID-Arendal report Global linkages – a graphic look
at the changing Arctic: A Vital Arctic Graphics Report was released
as part of the GEO6 series at UNEA-4, and at the Arctic Ministerial
meeting in Rovaniemi. In Rovaniemi, the exhibition related to the
same report was also inaugurated during the farewell reception of
the Finnish Chairmanship of the Arctic Council.

Global
Linkages
A graphic look at the
changing Arctic

In conjunction with UN Environment, a report on video gaming,
Playing for the Planet: How video Games can Deliver for People
and the Environment, as an emerging communication medium
to reach billions was launched at UNEA-4 and the Gamers
Development Conference. This document was very well received
and the World Bank immediately commissioned GRID-Arendal to
release an update to the report.

2019

GRID-Arendal published the results of a study on knowledge
gaps about rangelands and pastoralism in a report entitled A
case of benign neglect: Knowledge gaps about sustainability in
pastoralism and rangelands. The report was launched at UNEA-4.
GRID-Arendal staff delivered lectures to the course Coastal
Ecology and Global Change in the Anthropocene, which is part
of the Master’s Programme in Coastal Ecology at the University
of Agder. GRID-Arendal also organised field work at the Raet
National Park.

2019

GRID-Arendal celebrates its
30th year anniversary.
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