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Political and economic alliances

Major oil and gas pipeline projects

Chossing a route: geostrategic ‘bypass’ policies

Member and observer countries

The oil and gas pipeline ‘war’ 
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• The US and European Union are seeking at all costs to 
establish supply lines across the southern Caucasus, 
the Black Sea, and Turkey, thus avoiding Russian and 
Iranian territory (although the Europeans are consider-
ing a gas pipeline across the north of Iran). 

• Russia is trying to control the oil and gas routes across 
transit countries (Georgia, Ukraine, Belarus, Hungary 
and Poland). On 12 May 2007 it signed an agreement 
with Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan to renovate the 
CAC-4 gas pipeline, thus spoiling competing western 
plans. It has also just commissioned a gas pipeline 
allowing it to bypass Chechnya. Finally, Russia could 
neutralise the Ukraine, Poland and the Baltic states as 
transit countries by joining in the construction of gas 
and oil pipelines across the Baltic sea (with direct 
access to the German market) and from Burgas to 
Alexandroupoli (avoiding, for historical and ecological 
reasons, the Bosporus). 

• Azerbaijan insists on bypassing its neighbour 
Armenia, with which it is still in conflict.

Sources: Kazinform; World Press Review; Pravda; Ria Novosti; Agence 
France-Presse (AFP); United States Department of Energy (USDOE), 
Energy Information Administration (EIA); Radio Free Europe - Radio 
Liberty (RFE-RL); Asian Development Bank; Eurasianet; Interstate Oil and 
Gas Transport to Europe (Inogate); Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus 
(Traceca), European Union, Tacis programme, 2005; Energy Map of the 
Middle East and Caspian Sea Areas, Petroleum Economist, London, 
2006; International Energy Agency (IEA); Jean Radvanyi and Nicolas 
Beroushashvili, ‘Atlas’, Institut national des langues et civilisations du 
Caucasus orientales (Inalco), to be published at the end of 2007; 
Saltanat Berdikeeva and Erin Mark, ‘Russian energy politics’, Eurasia21, 
2006; Nabucco, Energy ministers conference ‘Security of gas supplies in 
Europe’, Vienna, June 2006 
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