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Rainwater partit ioning:
India
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 1 % Wetlands
 4 % Water bodies

 5 % Arid, shrub and barren lands
 26 % Forests
 20 % Savannas and grasslands
 9 % Croplands
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Green water represents the fraction of 
rainfall that generates soil moisture 
and which supports terrestrial ecosys-
tems. It is not returned to groundwater 
and rivers, but will eventually evapo-
rate or transpire through plants.

Blue water represents the fraction of the precipitation that runs into rivers and aquifers, and 
that has a potential for withdrawal. Out of this, the environmental water flow is the amount of 
water needed to sustain ecosystem services. The rest of the blue water flow is available for 
possible societal use.
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