CONFLICTS BETWEEN TRADITIONAL PRACTICES AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE ARCTIC
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The Saami Parliament and local reindeer herders are
protesting against Norwegian and NATO plans to expand
bombing exercises in the traditional summer ranges of
Halkavarre. The area includes important summer and calving
grounds for reindeer, and also contains numerous ancient
Saami sacred sites. The Saami Parliament has rasied the
issue with the UN International Labour Organization (ILO),
and with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Christian Nellemann,
Polar Environement Times No. 3, October 2003.
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The whole river Luedlven is regulated from the coast all the
way up here. So in this area we have thirteen power stations
built over our pasturelands and that is a lot of land we have
lost because of this water regulation. We have had to chal\}gp ;
our migration patterns and it was a lot of arduous work.
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The map shows the impact of human development on the biosphere. In changing the nature by building roads, cities and houses we
change the living conditions for animals, plants and indigenous peoples. The black in the map displays high human impact and high stress
on the natural environment, red is medium to high and orange low impact. The boreal forest (the Taiga) and tundra with low level of
disturbance and stress is depicted green and grey respectively.
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