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THE COLDER ANTARCTIC WINTER DRIVES FORMATION OF THE HOLE IN THE SOUTH

Average temperature (1978 to 2006)
Degrees Celsius

Temperature 
under which a 
polar strato-
spheric cloud 
can form.

Conditions for
accelerated ozone depletion

Arctic (North Pole)

Antarctic (South Pole)

Antarctic Winter

Arctic Winter

Source:  Twenty Questions and Answers about the Ozone Layer: 2006 Update, Lead Author: D.W. Fahey, 
Panel Review Meeting for the 2006 ozone assessment.
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