Drivers and restricting forces of deep sea mining

Primary
drivers

Secondary
drivers

Restricting
forces

Global

Global economic growth:
supply and demand, population and
consumption, increased industrializa-
tion and urbanization

State actors:
securing access to essential resources,
capable of vertical integration of
resource extraction and processing
with product manufacture

Growing societal aspirations for
environmental and social sustainability

Price volatility

Concerns over threats to marine

inform conservation planning

New uses/markets, the green economy

environment, lack of marine science to

Industry

Innovative, frontier field in an industry
used to high-risk investment

Increasing difficulty and complexity
of terrestrial mining:
increasing costs, decreasing grade,
slowing discovery, environmental
issues, social and cultural issues

Technological improvements and
scalable applicability

Availability of finance, financial
uncertainty

Regulatory uncertanty in EEZ and
the Area
Significant obligations to share
knowledge proceeds

Pacific Island countries

Alternate development option:
alleviate poverty, meet rising
aspirations, lack of comparative
advantage in other areas

Marine minerals are a new natural

resource capable of commercial

exploitation in a region with few
economic industries/choices

National independence and
autonomy

Increasing community concerns
about governance of, impact and
returns from extractive industries

Lack of governance, capacity, and
regulation
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