
Health impacts due to 
ultraviolet radiation

Source: World Health Organization,
Global burden of disease from solar ultraviolet radiation, 2006. 

VULNERABILITIES

Cultural behaviours:

Most at risk: white people

Most at risk: people from 
Australia, 
New Zealand,  
Southern Chile 
Southern Argentina, 

Most at risk:  people living under
low latitudes (close to the equator)
high Southern latitudes 

Dress
Sun-seeking vs. sun-protective

Sun-sensitization (education)

Most at risk: 
outdoor workers

Cancers

SKIN

SeriousnessMelanoma
Carcinoma of the skin

Solar keratoses
Sunburns
Reactivation of herpes labialis

Cortical cataract
Pterygium

Weakened immune system

Conjunctiva
EYES
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Genetic: skin color

Distance to the ozone hole area

Latitude:

Cloud Cover

Shade, 
Forest cover

Snow cover

Altitude

Professional:

Most at risk: 
HIV-infected people
elderlies
children

Immune system
competence:

Individual factors

       Factors determining the local UV radiation level              


