
How plastics enter the food web

Sources: Lusher, A., Microplastics in the Marine Environment: Distribution, Interactions and Effects, in Bergmann, M., et al., Marine Anthropogenic Litter, 2015 

Less dense 
microplastics 

floating on 
surface water

Fouled 
microplastics 

sinking

Resuspended
microplastics

Microplastics in 
beach sediments

Microplastics in 
benthic 

sediments

Pelagic fish

Holothurians

Zooplankton

Mesopelagic fish

Demersal 
fish

Bivalves

Annelids

Crustacans

Sea birds

Marine mammals


