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Yellow Giant Mine, 2016

New Wales plant, 2016

Buenavista del Cobre mine, 2014

Unidad Minera Caudalosa Chica, 2010

Tranque Adosado Planta Alhué, 2010

Tranque Adosado Planta Alhué, 2010

Las Palmas, 2010
Tranque Planta Chacón, 2010
Veta del Agua Tranque No. 5, 2010

Unidad Minera Caudalosa Chica, 2010

Gold King Mine, 2015
Dan River Steam Station, 2014

Kingston fossil plant, 2008

Antamok, Baguio, 2016Samarco, 2015

Zangezur Copper 
Molybdenum Combine, 2013

Sotkamo, 2012

Glebe Mines, 2007

Karamken, 2009

Ajka Alumina Plant, 2010

Herculano Iron Mine, 2014
Mineração Rio Pomba Cataguases, 2007

Mianyang City, 2011
Louyang Xiangjiang Wanji Aluminum, 2016
Tonglvshan Mine, 2017

Zijin Mining, Xinyi Yinyan Tin Mine, 2010
Zijin Mining, Zijinshan Gold and Copper Mine, 2010
Zijin Mining, Zijinshan Gold and Copper Mine, 2010
Huayuan County, 2009
Taoshi, 2008

Padcal No 3, 2012
Johson Gold Mining  2012

Imperial Metals, 2014
Obed Mountain Coal Mine, 2013
Casa Berardi Mine, 2013
Gullbridge Mine , 2012
Hudson Bay Mine, 2012
Bloom Lake, 2011
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CANADA
Riverview, 2004

Bangs Lake, 2005

El Cobre, 2002
El Cobre, 2002

Cerro Negro, 2003

La Cocinera, 1997

Algarrobo, 1997
Algarrobo, 1997

Maitén, 1997

Inez, 2000
Mulberry, 1997

Pinto Valley, 1997

San Marcelino Zambales, 2002

Mineração Rio Pomba Cataguases, 2006

Sasa Mine, 2003

Partizansk, 2004

Malvési, 2004

Mineração Rio Pomba Cataguases, 2003
Sebastião das Águas Claras, 2001

Miliang, 2006
Nandan Tin Mine, 2000

San Marcelino Zambales, 2002
Toledo City, 1999
Surigao del Norte Placer, 1999
Zamboanga del Norte, 1998
Zamboanga del Norte, 1997

Pinchi Lake, 2004
Red Mountain, 1999 CHINA
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Fonte Santa, 2006
PORTUGAL

Baia Mare, 2000

Borsa, 2000
ROMANIA

SPAIN

Aitik Mine, 2000
SWEDEN

Tarkwa, 2001

ZAMBIA

Konkola Copper Mines, 2006

CANADA

Marianna Mine, 1986

Hopewell Mine, 1994
Payne Creek Mine, 1994

Fort Meade Phosphate, 1994
IMC-Agrico Phosphate, 1994
Fort Meade Phosphate, 1994

Gibsonton, 1993
Brewer Gold Mine, 1990

Soda Lake, 1989
Silver King, 1989

Big Four, 1989
Thompson Creek, 1989

Southern Clay, 1989
Stancil, 1989

Hernando County, 1988

Hernando County, 1988
Rain Starter Dam, 1988

Riverview, 1988
Montcoal No.7, 1987

Montana Tunnels, 1987

Consolidated Coal No.1, 1988

Marga, 1985

Cerro Negro, 1985
Veta de Agua, 1985

El Cobre, 1985

Bonsal, 1985
La Belle, 1985

Olinghouse, 1985

Marcopper, 1996

Minera Sera Grande, 1994

Bekovsky, 1987

Pico de São Luis, 1986
Itabirito, 1986

Huangmeishan, 1986

Longjiaoshan, 1994
Jinduicheng, 1988
Xishimen, 1987

Niujiaolong, 1985

Tubu, 1992

Mankayan, 1986

Mineral King, 1986

Iron Dyke, 1991

Quintette, 1985
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Merriespruit, 1994
Saaiplaas, 1993
Saaiplaas, 1993

SOUTH AFRICA
Rossarden, 1986

Middle Arm, 1995
Riltec, 1995

Olympic Dam, 1994

Story’s Creek, 1986
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Sgurigrad,1996
Maritsa Istok 1, 1992

BULGARIA

Amatista, 1996
Marsa, 1993
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El Porco, 1996

BOLIVIA

Omai Mine, 1995

GUYANA

Ajka Alumina Plant, 1991
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TD 7, 1993

ITALY
Prestavel Mine - Stava, 1985

MONTENEGRO

Kojkovac, 1992

Los Frailes, 1998

Huelva, 1998

Spring Creek Plant, 1986

Marga, 1985

Cerro Negro, 1985
Veta de Agua, 1985

El Cobre, 1985

Bonsal, 1985
La Belle, 1985

Olinghouse, 1985

Surigao del Norte Placer, 1995
Negros Occidental, 1995

Minera Sera Grande, 1994

Bekovsky, 1987

Pico de São Luis, 1986
Itabirito, 1986

Marcopper, 1993
Itogon-Suyoc, 1993
Tubu, 1992
Surigao Del Norte Placer, 1987
Mankayan, 1986

Mineral King, 1986
Matachewan Mines, 1990

Quintette, 1985
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Merriespruit, 1994
Saaiplaas, 1993
Saaiplaas, 1993

SOUTH AFRICA
Rossarden, 1986

Middle Arm, 1995
Riltec, 1995

Olympic Dam, 1994

Story’s Creek, 1986

AUSTRALIA

Amatista, 1996
Marsa, 1993
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Golden Cross, 1995
NEW ZEALAND

El Porco, 1996

BOLIVIA

Omai Mine, 1995

GUYANA

ZAMBIA

TD 7, 1993

Known mining accidents

Other tailings-related accidents 

Non-tailings (or unknown type) failure 

Very serious tailings dam failures

Serious tailings dam failures 

Other tailings dam failures 
Multiple loss of life (~20) and/or release of ≥ 1 000 000 m3 total discharge, 
and/or travel of 20 km or more.

Loss of life and/or release of ≥ 100 000 m3 semi-solid discharge.

Engineering/facility failures other than those 
classified as very serious or serious, no loss of life.

Accidents other than those classified under the first
three  categories of dam failures.

Non-tailings incidents - groundwater, waste rock, etc.

1997-2006

2007 - 2017

Source: Center for Science in Public Participation; Wise Uranium Project.

1985-1996

LÓPEZ, 2017


