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Global Partnership on
Marine Litter (GPML)

Manila Declaration

Rio+20 commitment - 
The Future We Want

Plastics in the ocean 
raised as emerging issue 
in UNEP Year Book

Marine plastic debris 
and microplastics 

(UNEP 2016)

UN Environmental 
Assembly (UNEA) -1

UNEA-2

Commitment to a 
signi�cant reduction 

of marine debris 
(SDG 14.1)

The Marine Environment 
Protection Committee 
agreed actions to be 
completed by 2025

UNICPOLOS on “Marine 
Debris, Plastics and 

Microplastics”

Fifth International 
Marine Debris 
Conference

UNEA-3

UNEA-4
UNEA-5, 
part 1 

UNEA-5, 
part 2

Guidelines for the 
Implementation of 
MARPOL Annex V

Basel Convention Amendments

SDG Target 14.1

Sixth International Marine Debris Conference

First UN Ocean 
Conference on 
SDG 14

CBD - impacts of marine debris 
and anthropogenic underwater 

noise on marine and coastal 
biodiversity

UN Ocean 
Conference

AHEG 1 & 2 (Ad-hoc open-ended expert group)
IMO Action Plan to Address 
Marine Plastic Litter from Ships

FAO Voluntary Guidelines for 
the Marking of Fishing Gear

AHEG-3

AHEG-4  

G7 Action Plan to 
Combat Marine Litter

G7 Ocean Plastics Charter

From Pollution to 
Solution - A global 
assessment of marine 
litter and plastic 
pollution, UNEP, 2021

G20 Implementation Framework 
for Actions on Marine Plastic Litter

G7 Bologna Roadmap

G20 Action Plan on Marine Litter

From 2010
Timeline for selected international marine litter and plastic pollution initiatives, laws and policies

Illustrated by GRID-ArendalUnited Nations Environment Programme (2021). From Pollution to Solution: A global assessment of marine litter and plastic pollution. Nairobi.
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